
Named for its unique geography along the trail corridor, the Fall Line denotes
the area where the Piedmont plateau and Atlantic Coastal Plain meet,
resulting in a number of rapids and waterfalls. The Fall Line trail will course
through seven localities: Ashland, Hanover, Henrico, Richmond, Chesterfield,
Colonial Heights, and Petersburg. 

When complete, the Fall Line will connect rural, suburban, and urban
landscapes and connect a multitude of places of interest and use:

Regional Trail Spine in Central Virginia
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The Next Transformational Trail
Multi-use bicycling and walking trails not only provide safe, separated spaces for people to get around or
enjoy being active outside, but also can offer profound economic boosts to an area. The Indianapolis Cultural
Trail in the heart of Indianapolis’ downtown opened in 2008, and since then the area has experienced over an
estimated 11,000 jobs and $1 billion estimated economic impact. 

Indianapolis Cultural
Trail: Virginia Avenue
before on left and
after on right. Photos
courtesy of Brian
Payne, Indianapolis
Cultural Trail
Foundation

Of course, Virginia has its own example in the Virginia Capital Trail. Since its completion in 2015, the Virginia
Capital Trail has been a major recreational and transportation asset. According to its latest economic impact
study, the trail generated $8.9 million in economic activity and $5.3 million in value-added effects during the
2018-2019 fiscal year. 

Like these transformative trails, the Fall Line not only presents an opportunity for recreation, but also has the
potential to be the regional trail spine connecting people to jobs, shopping, colleges, and transit along the
corridor. The Fall Line would also become part of the East Coast Greenway alignment, which seeks to connect
15 states from Maine to Florida.
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https://indyculturaltrail.org/


Fall Line Packs Big ROI
From health, to safety, to economic impact and more, there are plenty of reasons to fall in love with the Fall Line.

For more information about the Fall Line, visit www.falllineva.org
or contact Brantley Tyndall at brantley@sportsbackers.org

Trail Progress to Date
Envisioning Regional Trails workshop held with locality leadership held in Richmond, featuring leaders of the
Indianapolis Cultural Trail, Brian Payne and Karen Haley (2019) 

Virginia Department of Transportation conducted Ashland to Petersburg Trail Study to determine a preferred route
to connect all seven localities. Nearly 3,000 points of feedback were received from residents in addition to
stakeholder input (2019-2020)

Regional leadership collaborated to come up with a name for the trail, culminating in Governor Ralph Northam
announcing the "Fall Line" name and brand (2020)

$220 million have been raised from federal, state, local, and Central Virginia Transportation Authority funds (2021)

Planning efforts including VDOT's engineering Design Guide and CVTA's Wayfinding and Furnishing's Plan are
underway to implement a consistent look and feel along the trail corridor (2022)

Phase 1 in Hanover and Henrico are underway with construction expected to start in 2023. Phase 2 in Chesterfield,
Colonial Heights, and Petersburg expected to start in 2024

HEALTH According to the American Heart Association's 2011 review, for every $1 invested in building trails
there is a direct correlation to $3 of saved medical costs.

SAFETY Pedestrian fatalities have increased 45% in the last decade (2021 Dangerous by Design report).
Dedicated infrastructure for our most vulnerable transportation users can ensure their safety. 

JOBS For every $1 million dollars spent on a transportation project, greenways/sidewalks/bicycling facilities
create twice (2x) as many jobs as paving projects (AASHTO 2012 report). 

CLIMATE Vehicle travel is the top producer of greenhouse gas emissions in Virginia. Increasing safe
biking/walking routes can help shift more trips to active transportation and reduce emissions. 

GREEN SPACE The Fall Line courses through natural landscapes. In urban corridors like Commerce Road
and Route 1, linear parks like the Virginia Capital Trail's Low Line can be introduced. 

MULTI-MODAL The Fall Line will contribute to a regional network of safe biking/walking infrastructure and
connect with public transit. 
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State, regional, and local leaders and Sports Backers are working together to 
 fund and complete this 43-mile transformational trail within the next 10 years.


