
The Metropolitan Educational Research Consortium (MERC) is a research-practitioner
partnership between the School of Education at Virginia Commonwealth University and
Chesterfield, Goochland, Hanover, Henrico, and Richmond Public Schools. Established in
1991, MERC leads research that addresses enduring and emerging issues in PK12 education
with the goal of informing policy, building the professional knowledge and skills of key
stakeholders, contributing to the body of scholarly knowledge, and ultimately impacting

outcomes relevant to students, schools, and communities.

CURRENT MERC STUDIES
merc.soe.vcu.edu/projects

Supporting Mental Health in Schools
Explores strategies for supporting the mental health of students and staff in MERC division

schools as well as educator perceptions of current mental health needs.

Equitable Access and Support for Advanced Coursework
Explores who gets identified as gifted in elementary school, who takes Algebra I in middle

school, and who takes Advanced Placement, Dual Enrollment, and International
Baccalaureate classes in high school.

https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/
https://soe.vcu.edu/
https://mychesterfieldschools.com/
https://www.goochlandschools.org/
http://hcps.us/
https://henricoschools.us/
https://www.rvaschools.net/
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/projects/mental-health/
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/projects/equitable-access-and-support-for-advanced-coursework/


CONNECT WITH MERC

MERC Reports and Briefs
Findings from MERC research studies, literature reviews,

and research and policy briefs available for free public download.

Teacher Exit Survey
We administer an annual teacher exit survey for member school divisions. Click above to

preview the survey and learn about how we developed it with our MERC partners.

Podcast
Our podcast titled “Abstract” explores issues and ideas in public PK-12 education by brokering
conversations with researchers, practitioners, and policymakers. You can listen and subscribe

wherever you get your podcasts.

Summit
Our annual stakeholder summit brings together hundreds of researchers and educators from

throughout Virginia to connect across educational research, policy, and practice.

Seminars
We offer free Zoom seminars on key topics in public education, featuring research from MERC

studies as well as examples of evidence-based practices in our region.

Stakeholder Email Listserv
Join today to stay up to date on MERC research, resources, and events.

INSTITUTE FOR COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH
AND EVALUATION (ICRE)

MERC is part of the Institute for Collaborative Research and Evaluation in the VCU School
of Education. The ICRE conducts contracted evaluations with school, university, and

non-profit partners. Reach out to us at icre@vcu.edu or complete our ICRE request form to
inquire about our evaluation services and how we can best support the work that you do.

https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/
https://utpjournals.press/doi/10.3138/jehr-2021-0037
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/podcast/
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/conference/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9ImTEJa9akBpZ9jCtWPyBQ
http://eepurl.com/dAAuxb
https://icre.soe.vcu.edu
mailto:icre@vcu.edu
https://www.research.net/r/ICRE_Request


RECENT MERC RESEARCH REPORTS
merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports

Understanding the
Implications of

Work-Based Learning
Explores the implications
of work-based learning for
PK-12 school systems,
institutions of higher
education, and hosting
organizations (e.g.

employers)

Economic Evaluation of
Teacher Induction

Programs
A toolkit designed to help

school divisions
economically evaluate
their teacher induction

programs

The Landscape of
Advanced Coursework

Participation
Explores students'

participation in advanced
coursework in elementary
schools (gifted/talented
programs), middle schools
(Algebra I+), and high
schools (Advanced

Placement)

RECENT MERC RESEARCH BRIEFS
merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs

Adolescent THC
Usage in Virginia

Explores the impact of
THC legalization on usage
amongst PK-12 aged youth,

including smoking,
vaping, edibles, and

dabbing

Emerging Issues and
Innovations in Public

PK-12 Education
Explores emerging issues
and innovations that
PK-12 school districts
should consider when
engaging in strategic

planning

Strategies for Addressing
Chronic Absenteeism in
the Post Pandemic Era
Explores contributing
factors to increasing
chronic absenteeism

post-COVID-19 as well as
strategies for addressing it

Administrator Feedback
to Teachers

Focuses on research-
based strategies for

administrators to provide
feedback to teacher

Balancing the Benefits
and Risks of AI Large

Language Models in K12
Public Schools
Focuses on the

implications of artificial
intelligence in schools

School Division Policies
Related to Suicide

Prevention and Response
Explores what can be done
at the division policy level
to support student mental

health

https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/published-reports/work-based-learning
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/published-reports/work-based-learning
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/published-reports/work-based-learning
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/published-reports/teacher-induction-toolkit
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/published-reports/teacher-induction-toolkit
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/published-reports/teacher-induction-toolkit
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/published-reports/landscape-of-advanced-coursework
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/published-reports/landscape-of-advanced-coursework
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/published-reports/landscape-of-advanced-coursework
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/adolescent-thc-usage-in-virginia
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/adolescent-thc-usage-in-virginia
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/emerging-issues-and-innovations
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/emerging-issues-and-innovations
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/emerging-issues-and-innovations
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/chronic-absenteeism
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/chronic-absenteeism
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/chronic-absenteeism
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/administrator-feedback-to-teachers
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/administrator-feedback-to-teachers
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/ai-in-schools
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/ai-in-schools
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/ai-in-schools
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/ai-in-schools
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/suicide-prevention-policies
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/suicide-prevention-policies
https://merc.soe.vcu.edu/reports/research-briefs/suicide-prevention-policies

